
Is there more to North America than Disneyland?
KS2 Knowledge Mat

Essential Knowledge
Which countries and capital cities 
make up North and Central 
America?

North America and Central America is made up of 
many countries. The United States of America (which is 
located in North America) is made up of 50 states. 

What are the different climate zones 
of North and Central America?

There are many different climate zones within the 
region of North and Central America. There are tropical, 
dry, temperate, p[olar and continental zones in North 
and Central America. 

How do environments and climate 
affect people living in the area?

The climate where you lives has an effect on the food 
you grow which has an effect on the things you can 
sell. 

What are the key main Physical 
features of North America?

Physical features are things that are on the earth naturally 
and human features are things made or built by humans. 

Essential Vocabulary

State one of the constituent units 
of a nation having a federal 
government

Capital city a city where the government 
of that country is based

Hemisphere One half of the earth 

Biomes the community of plants 
and animals that occur 
naturally in an area, often 
sharing common 
characteristics specific to 
that area

Environment Every living and non-living 
thing in a place 

Vegetation plants or plant life in a 
particular place

Topography the physical features of an 
area of land

Latitude distance north or south of 
the equator



Golden thread Definition

Settlement A community in which people 
live.

Invasion The taking over of a place with 
force.

Ruler A leader who commands.

Diversity A variety of people from 
different ethnicities or 
backgrounds.

Landscape The features of an area of land.

Trade Buying and selling goods and 
services.

Travel To go from one place to 
another.

Bridging back 

Year 2 

Bridging forward 

Year 6
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